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The New Britain Project is an independent progressive think tank
focused on bridging the gap between politics, policy and practice.
 
As Britain confronts urgent and multifaceted challenges, there's a
real danger we slide into managed decline, unless we champion
pragmatic and workable solutions that fully acknowledge both the
scale and inherent constraints of the task ahead.
 
We hold that it’s not solely a crisis of ideas; history has shown us
that even the most well intentioned policy solutions often fail when
faced with the complexities of real world execution.

In response, our research will be centred on delivery. We are
assembling a group of fellows with direct experience of government
as well as new thinkers with frontline experience in industry and
public services.
 
Together, we aim to understand the root causes of past policy
failures and provide practical insights to drive successful change in
the months and years ahead.

WE ARE THE NEW
BRITAIN PROJECT
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The New Britain Project’s poll is one of the most comprehensive
studies undertaken into the depth of malaise among the British
public. Not only does it shed light on the magnitude of the
transformation required to overcome this dissatisfaction, but also
reveals the varying degrees of willingness among people to support
such change.
 
At the heart of the findings is an overwhelming concern that nothing
works anymore, and that the social contract has broken down.

BRITAIN IS BROKEN
AND ITS PEOPLE

FEEL BROKEN TOO

“When 58% of people think
nothing in our country works

anymore, and just 21% have any
faith in politicians' ability to sort
things out, then we have a real
problem. Britain clearly needs a

serious rethink.”
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A devastating poll, released to mark the launch of The New Britain
Project, underscores the mammoth challenges any incoming
government would face after the next election.

The data reveals a stark picture: a majority of Britons believe the
nation is in decline. A dismal 30% retain optimism for the future, with
58% believing that nothing in Britain works anymore, and 76%
believing we’re going backwards. The social contract is seen as
broken by 62% of respondents.

Disillusionment is even greater in the so-called ‘red wall’ - 76%
believing nothing in Britain works anymore, 91% believe things are
worse than before and a staggering 80% believing the social
contract has broken down.

Britons see the country as struggling to match its global
counterparts, with nearly 60% expressing concerns over the UK's
ability to prepare for the future. Personal disillusionment is also
rampant - 45% feel they're not realising their potential, while 48%
feel they lack control over their own life.

The poll shows political distrust is pervasive. Only 14% are convinced
politicians prioritise national interests, while public confidence in
politicians' capability to resolve pressing national issues stands at
just 21%.

POLL RESULTS 
AT A GLANCE
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Key Indicator Activity / Project

MORE IN COMMON
THE BRITISH SEVEN
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Key Indicator
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Fieldwork dates 12th to 15th May 2023

Interview method Online

Sample size 2,017 adults aged 18+

Population effectively sampled All voters, Great Britain (NI
excluded)

Weighting method

The data is weighted on
several measures -
age/gender interlocked,
education, ethnicity, and region
- all to nationally
representative proportions. In
addition, it is also weighted by
2019 GE vote (of registered
voters)

Pollsters More in Common

Key Indicator Activity / Project
BROKEN
BRITAIN
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Britain is broken. Let’s fix it.

The New Britain Project
www.newbritain.org.uk
hello@newbritain.org.uk
New Britain Project | 92-96 De Beauvoir Road | London N1 4EN 
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